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What is a “Translator”

The Translators occupy an intermediate role 
between  the ARM infrastructure and the 
ASR working groups

In discussion of WG priorities we help 
provide infrastructure context.
In infrastructure decisions, we are 
advocates for our WG priorities.

But we are not just advocates… 
We help manage infrastructure staff 
resources and to focus on the WG needs.



Infrastructure responsibilities

Logistics support for WG meetings, campaigns
Working Group web pages, tech. reports
External and PI products in WG scope
Pivotal role in development of VAPs 

I.E. “value-added product” produced from ARM data 
and made available through the ARM Archive. 

Some role in ALWG-related instrument 
processing, quicklooks
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Past & ongoing Translator data products

AOD from MFRSR family instruments
Aerosol optical properties from AOS family
Lidar profiles, RL and MPL
Airborne profiles of A.O. properties, IAP
Aerosol Best-Estimate VAP

Mentor-supported, PI-driven
CCN
TDMA, HTDMA
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But that was before … for ARM and AWG.

Create new ALWG web pages reflecting
New programmatic mission of ASR
New composition of ALWG group
Unique research foci of ALWG

Foster vigorous collaboration by incorporating Wiki links 
within the structured web page
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What would best serve ASR and ALWG?



What VAP or datastream efforts?

Many new instruments, new programmatic missions, 
Options have expanded greatly
Staff resources haven’t kept pace.
So we need to be deliberative

Maximize progress towards goals
Efficient use of resources, 80/20 rule
Keep down year goals in mind 
But also identify shorter term milestones

Repeated successes garner enduring support
Staff resources are limited programmatically but we can 
grow our share.
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Some suggestions to consider:

Complete recent additions to ABE-RAD then freeze.
Run existing VAPs for AMF sites:

AOD and AOS – yes.  ABE – maybe?

TDMA/HTDMA products (hygroscopicity, size dist., 
CCN spectra).  Provide simplified output for 
models?  Goal of CCN closure…

Work with new mentors/PIs on Quicklooks or QC 
for new instruments?
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