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Precipitation Susceptibility

Hypothesis: Clouds within a limited range of conditions are 
susceptible to aerosol (vis-à-vis precipitation)
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Contours of constant drizzle formation rate  (radius 50 micron) 

The thick line marks the 
cross-over boundary:

High :
activation regime
Drops compete

Low  :
kinetic regime
No competition

Nucleation Analog Robert McGraw (PRL 2003; 2004)

Arrows, point in direction of 
increasing rate depict sign 
and magnitude of the 
relative rate sensitivity 


